
WEATHER 
Considerable cloudiness . and 

humid through Tuesday with a 
chance of showers. High today 
and Tuesday, 77 to 83. Low, 60 
to 65. Details, page 2. 
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Delay F ~Hows Delay 

Cape • -LBokou • • PlclygrOuncl 
Retn8.ins • om Realit 

By,JACK AULIS 
Staff Wrll1r 

If you'ore just dying to visit 
the Cape _ Lookout National 
~ashore, you'd better stay 
1~ touch with your funeral 
director. 

After nearly a decade a 
public. playground on Cart~ret 
County's inaccessible and 
lll'!developed Outer Banks is 
~till _only a figment of the 
l:Illagmation, and the . Cape 
Lookout National Seashore is 
only a. name in a piece of 
legislation enacted b y 
Congress in 1966. • 

The project is stuck in a 
-sw~mpy marshland of con
fusion, complexity and delay. 
'Fhere are enough barriers to 
its progress to make an off. 
sh?re reef, and new ones are • 
still appearing. 

Example: Within the past 
few weeks a state official sug
gested to a federal official 
that an amendment to th 
N. C. Constitution may even~ 
tually be needed to clear way 
for the transfer of wat1>r d 
marshes. 7 an 

The plan was simple enou h. 
In 1!!61, the state decidecl to 
acquire the l3anks fot a -'stat 
seashore park. But it 1al/ 
~ound that it could not affurd 
it and asked the fed 
~overnment to make tlie era! 
Ject a national seashorlro
such as Hatteras 

The state wouid ac • 
of Portsmouth Island q~e all 
Core Banks and iv . the 
the United Stales if~h: J\00to 
States would th DI 
Shackleford Ban~n buy 
establish a seashore C a n d 
agreed. Presid • ongress 
signed the billnt_ Johnson 
1966. m March 

Now, more rt.h f 
la~er, the state ~ si& years 
gling to acquire th 1 strug. 
f: optimistic estim~t:~ tanh d 

e seashore at 
established within could be 
more years. Buttw_ot o~ three 

I lS not 

unreasonable to b 1• • 
could also b e 1eve 1t 
decade. e another 

Why is this 1 
se~tl~ excelle:t° ;e~~~:~ are 

Outer Ba~ksP~?~erty on the 
up as an , re as fouled 
anywhere Z, yAou tve ever seen 
p k ' ss . Atty Ge 
. ar s Icenhour said • ~· 
m charge of th • He IS 
of tl1e state's tort,.legtl phase 
acquisition "B !Se- ke land 
years back tb:re00

~ 15 to 20 
to connect IS no way 
with previoifsres:~tlt owners 
said. I es," he 

The chief result • . 
Suming title se IS tune-con. 
the state can b arches ,before 
A second uy or condemn 
the state abry result is that' 
ti • as ac • 
t 
ties that are not QUlrel d some 
o be ~ tab c ear enough 

S. attorne/ le ~ the U. 
The two legal al s. office. 

genc1es are 

not coordinat" f 
official compl~i~e£ forts, one 

An early co d • • 
ceeding filed~ emnahon pro-
state against 1

1~a1968 by the 
~ubby the Co~e Ba:~: ~:n-

resulted in n 
Supreme Co t . ~ State 
~ new law w: ne~~ion that 
it possible f to make 
condemn lando~ the state to 
of . giving it or the purpose 
States for a sea~ the United 

"That one ti . ore area. 
longer than ' ung ~elayed us 
Icenhour said anythmg else," 
agaih negotia.tinThe ~tate is 
club, hoping to ~ with the 
and avoid th uy the land 
have made the courts. "We 
we hope to :rn an offer and 
from their ave a decision 
8?ortly," state stockholders 
fleer Carroll Ma Property Of-

(The two-sto nn said. 
bath clubho ry, 16-room 21h

~-- use, owned prim-

arily by G b ' t burned reens oro people, 
dur' to the g I' o u n d 
· mg a heavy lightn-
ing storm on the Banks t 
4 a.m. last Tuesday Thr a 

f~;i~:~J: t~1 tti t~~i • 
the fir:h:iai-did not ' kn!)W how 
not certa . • keel. Officials are 
will hel lili ti/etbe~ the fire 
tionsJ P Of _urt thel.l" negotia-

The 1969~ neral Ass b 
after neaN~•sink' ~ em Jy, 
seashore 1· ·, bing the whole 

ta y refus~~ 
enact the la\v the court; .; • 
was needeq d'd 
- pass ·t 'B l - at .last 
amendme~ts p~iJt~tta~hed 
den:ina:tion by. "declar t!°!': 
taking " th a_.. Y£ 
to ' · e . Procedure .used 
wa::quU"e highway right of. 

Under a declaration of tak

See LO?KOUT, Page 8 
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